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Convened by the Media Innovation Studio at the University of Lancashire, UK - Because sustainable journalism is 
not only about better stories. It is about better systems built on a robust, fact-based information ecosystem.

Sustainable Innovation & Leadership Accelerator
brings together media leaders, researchers, and partners to close the 
gap between what journalism says about sustainability - and how it 
operates, leads, and grows.



The Sustainable 
Innovation and 
Leadership 
Accelerator

Aligning journalism 
with a sustainable 
future.

What We Do 

•	 Generate research-led insights for 
sustainable media

•	 Build and test practical tools (including 
the SILA 360° “walk-the-talk” 
framework)

•	 Surface and share best-practice case 
studies

•	 Convene leaders across industry, policy, 
civil society and academia

•	 Support learning, collaboration, 
experimentation and implementation

•	 Drive real-world impact
•	 Advocate for policies that support 

sustainable journalism.

Join a Growing International 
Collaboration

SILA is designed to connect and support 
those who want to make change happen:

•	 Practitioners - editors, executives, 
agencies and innovators testing new 
approaches in real newsrooms,

•	 Researchers - generating evidence, 
insight and frameworks to guide better 
decisions

•	 Funders & partners - enabling 
experimentation, scaling what works and 
accelerating impact.

Learn more:
https://mediainnovationstudio.org/sustainable-innovation-and-
leadership-accelerator/
Media Innovation Studio, University of Lancashire
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Convened by
Dr François Nel, Director, Media Innovation Studio, and Reader in Media Innovation 
& Entrepreneurship, University of Lancashire, UK - FPNel@lancashire.ac.uk

Dr Marja Heinonen - Senior Research Associate, Media Innovation Studio, 
University of Lancashire, UK; Independent researcher, Finland

Trijntje Huisman - Senior Associate, Media Innovation Studio,
University of Lancashire; Independent advisor (ex IKEA Foundation, Unilever), 
Belgium

Deborah Kelly - Director of Training and Communications,
Thomson Foundation, UK

Dr Paulina MacKrell - Lead, MRes Sustainability & Management,
University of Lancashire, UK

Jacqui Merrington - Executive Editor, The Independent, UK.

Prof Rika Preiser - Centre for Sustainable Transitions,
Stellenbosch University, South Africa

Inga Thordar - Chief External Relations Officer,
Ocean Born Foundation (ex CNN, BBC)

Prof Herman Wasserman - Department of Journalism,
Stellenbosch University, South Africa


